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Ok, my name is Frank Scopa. I was born in 1913, December the first. So 
that makes me, next birthday I'll be 95. And thank God, kept me alive, kept 
me alert, able to speak to people, make sense what I said, never lie, never 
tell dirty jokes. Because dirty jokes and lies lower you down, lower your 
prestige down. Doesn't make you any better. So be honest to your fellow 
man. Especially to young people. Teach young people to behave, how to act 
to their grandparents and to authority. Because young people are the 
future ... nation. And we need them, and us old folks all we can do is give 
them advice. The advice we give them is for the best of their future and the 
best nation and also best for the country ... and God. Never forget God. 
God is a living creature, that watch over us. And I'm thankful to America 
because I came from Europe when I was 17, I didn't know a word of 
English. And I had a family that had about 6, 7 kids all small ones. And they 
were my teachers, of English for the whole year. When the year, I was able 
to speak to them and make conversation to grown ups. And I don't know, 
maybe God gave me a sense of lovin' youngsters. I do love young kids, the 
youngsters. And I have four or five families. Whenever they come, meet me 
at church or stores, they come and grab me around my legs, like if I was 
their blood related. They call me grandpa, every one of them. 

Must make you feel good. 

Make me feel good, make me feel proud. Because I love them, I show them 
what love is and they love me back. Because of, receiving the affection that 
I give them, they bring affection back to me ... My fellow men, to you. I had 
self employed for 60 years. Never had any trouble with the people that I 
employed. Except when they to stupid to take orders then we have to let 
them go. But the young people I had, I was in the business here in Phenix, 
Arizona for 40 years. And all my employees were all young people, high 
school, college. And finished college and couldn't find a job, I gave them a 
job as laborers. And they work for me about two or three years sometimes. 
And they still remember Papa Scopa. 


04:59 to 08:28 
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But we want to talk a little bit with you today about when you were a young 
person, and when you first, I guess when you first, if you could tell us about 
why you wanted to come to this county and why you wanted to join the 
service of this country. 

The reason you have today with the Mexicans and South America, people 
wanted to come over here because America has a golden reputation. Back 
in the 30s people came here, they went back to Italy says 'O in America you 
find money in the street‘. And that saying still stand. People come here 
because the reachness, the friendship, the love that American people have 


for foreigners because we are all immigrant. Whether some politicians like 
it or not, if it wasn't for the immigrants America never be anything. And 
this is what made America big ... great, because all the immigrants, 
whether Irish, Italians, France, Germans, Polish, whatever. They went to 
hearth and soul, to advance themselves. When I came from Italy, I learned, 
I said I learned English pretty fast. And within two, three years I was in 
construction in my own construction. And the only ones I could ... hire that 
were good laborers was Italians, the Polish, the Germans, French, the 
Russians. Those were the low, hard workin' laborers. And they help us that 
were a little advanced, to bring America to where America is today. Most 
scientist most scientist the first were, most were European. And then the 
advanced English, the Germans, France. And then when American big, 
American got to be ... educated. And due to that American became one of 
the ... up to about 40 years ago, America was the most intelligent people in 
the world. 


08:29 to 12:16 
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Well, right I don't doubt it, but why did you, so you come from Italy... 

I came from Italy, because in Italy was a poverty. As I was going to say, the 
same thing as Mexicans, South America, Central America, we come here 
because we have a chance to make a dollar and send it to the family over 
there. We same thing when we came here in 1930, before 1930, after 1930, 
we came here because of the necessity. Necessity is the uh ... what do you 
call it? ... its uh... necessity is the uh ... 

Mother of invention? 

Mother of invention ... thank you. This is the trouble with my language 
because I didn't have any school. Its hard for me to find the proper words 
to express my feeling. 

So ... your doing a very good job so far Frank. (both laugh a little) 

When I came here, we had a little farm over there, but it didn't produce 
much. So when we came here, we worked, I worked in the coal mines, I 
work in the construction, I work in the everything you could find in the 30s. 
And I would send a little money over there for feed the family over there 
and then when thing got a little better we bring the family over here, like 
my father brought me over here and my brother and work in the coal 
mines, and coal mines and other means of job. And we worked, we send 
money over there, we build the family up and then when we were able to, 
the rest of family over here. And this is the same situation that we have 
today. America is a golden state. And everybody look to be an American. 
Because that when, you see the young people receive, the American, 
Americanship ... citizenship that blow up the air, they fly, its like ... when 
you receive a gift, that you receive a gift when you don't expect it. When I 
apply for an engineer ... construction engineer license, I didn't think I 
could make it. I didn't have any school, but I have experience in 
construction. And I work in construction about 5, 6 years. And then when I 
decide to take a license, because it require license to ... in uh ... heavy 
construction. 

Right. 

So I went in to apply for license and they gave me a book ... they gave me a 


... thing like this and I study for a week. 


12:17 to15:05 
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We'll probably get to this in a minute, but I want to step a back a little bit. 
What made you join the military? 

Well I work in the coal mines, I was not a perfectionist workin' the coal 
mines. And you go in in the morning at night, at light, at dark, you come 
out atthe evening at dark. Well, then the government came in with one 
year ... one year service ... what do the call it ... one year army service. You 
finish one year and your are the army. So I felt that I join the army for a 
year, would do me good, due to the fact that I wanted to get out of the coal 
mines. So I was joined the army for one year, because the draft come in. 
Thats what they called it, the draft. And feel that, I join the army for a year, 
get out of the mines for a year, get out in the sunshine, enjoy the fresh air 
and after a year go back and decide what to do. But so happen that I got 
drafted in the army before I was ready to sign up. And when that happen I 
said 'well this is good' you know, I still had one year. So I had to join up for 
one year, I said ' I going to get this year over and then get back home’. In 
the mean time, Roosevelt, the president, was preaching that no mother's 
son will be going oversea. Because no drafties would be going over sea. Me 
and 1,500 other men went already over there, oversea when the war 
started. And we got a caught in a war, involuntarily, but we accepted 
responsibly whole heartily, and nobody complained because that was our 
duty as patriot, to fight the enemies. 


15:06 to 18:59 
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So here you are coming out ofa coal mine in the Appellation of the Eastern 
part ofthe United States and you get assigned to Hawaii. What was... 

Well Hawaii at the first month or two ... well the first month we were in uh 
... what do you call it ... we were not able to go out of camp. See. But then 
after a month then we were able to go night on passes and during the day 
on Saturday and Sunday. And we had, for a month had a good time. The 
morning that the war started I had a three day pass, I had worked overtime 
during the night, Friday, Saturday. And we got a Monday off, so your 
company commander say say your fellas worked overnight, overtime 
during the weekend says you get off, stay off Monday. So we, a lot of us 
went down to Honolulu and we rented a room in a house and we were 
Saturday. And we were ready to spend the weekend, Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday, playing rum, you know. Visiting parks and everything else. And 
then Sunday morning ... Sunday morning was the disaster. Bombs. Sirens. 
Planes. Everything flying all over us. We didn't know what it was we didn't 
know, we were caught be surprise. And, the only thing is, we did not give 
up. The Japanese could have attacked the islands with 5000 troops. The 
only trouble is they didn't have any uh, any planes were to pickup the 
supply. Their supply line was to short. To long rather. And they could 
supply the ship. But the damage they did was worse than New York. And I 
got a book to show you, 3000 men killed, plus the wounded one. And we 
were like uh ... a man said somebody hit you in the head with a two by four, 
we were stunned. We didn't know where we were coming or going. And 
there was the darkest week that we had over there, rain every night. At 


night we couldn't get out ofthe barracks. Because if you got out you had 
better holler first, notify the sentinel, the guard that somebody coming out 
of the building. No lights whatsoever, dark as dark could be. Thats when 
you learn the necessity, learn the behavior, your learn to love your country 
and learn your fellow man. 


19:00 to 20:58 
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So if you could maybe back up to the seventh again, that day, could you 
describe to us what you saw and what you experienced? 

The experience we, we were in the dark. Because the experience we had ... 
when you got caught by surprise without any knowledge of what was going 
on and nobody to tell you what's going on, nobody could show you what's 
going on nobody could say this, we're being attacked. The only things we 
had were little radios and to tell us 'the island had been attacked, the 
island had been attacked’. But we didn't know who, by who. They wouldn't 
tell us by who. And it was a week before we knew that the Japanese 
attacked the island, and it was a week before we were able to change pants 
and shoes because the rain and mud and everything that went with it. Took 
us a month to realize what happened, what had happened. Because for 
two, three weeks we didn't get no mail from home, no notice, no, nothing, 
we were complete in the dark. And we were surprised because the fact that 
the ... we were like imbecile. No one knew what was going on. It took us 
about a month before we realize where the, really happen. 


20:59 to 25:48 (end) 
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What did you see that day? 

All we could see, we went over the camp, over the mountain, and I look 
down at Pearl Harbor, and Pearl Harbor was nothing but ... a dark cloud, 
Pearl Harbor was nothing, you couldn't see any water ... it was just smoke, 
and plane flying. We didn't know, we didn't know ... we didn't know what 
we were going to see the light, next seconds or not. And we were building 
an army camp, my regiment. And we got over that morning and night, load 
up all the equipment we had, drive back to our army camp, Scolfield 
Barracks. And it took us ten hours to drive six, seven miles, because we 
couldn't drive with our lights on. And believe me, you uh, your body your 
soul, your heart goes like this all day. Your know what was going to happen 
next, few seconds. Until we got ... week later we finally realize that the 
Japanese were not coming back, because every night we had an air raid, 
we had a gas raid, we had a all kind of raid, but that was through, people 
were on the guard. Afraid that the Japanese were coming back, so we had 
guards all over the island, we had soldiers put barbed wire all over the 
place. And thank God the Japanese never came back, because if they uh ... 
their feeding line was to far, thats why that gave us a chance to build up. 
And thanks to the country at home, people at home, they back us up 100 
percent. They build planes, tanks, ship, everything that we needed. It took 
a little time to get to us, but once, but it started coming to us we started 
delivering all the good to the Japanese. And that's how we won the war. 
The people back home work together with the soldiers in front. We suffered 
a lot, we suffered a lot, dead a lot of wounded, a lot of ... suffering. But, 


